
MEASURE X 

COUNTY COUNSEL'S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF 

MEASURE X 

Measure X would authorize issuance of $248,000,000 in bonds to fund 
educational facilities projects in the Gavilan Joint Community College 
District (District). Such bonds are financial instruments used by districts 
to borrow money that is repaid by a property tax levy. California law 
allows community college districts to propose bond measures to 
authorize the issuance of bonds. To pass, the Measure must be 
approved by 55 percent of voters who vote in the election. The Measure 
was put on the ballot by Board of Trustees (Board) of the District. 

Money generated by the bonds can only be used for the purposes that 
are set out in the full text of the Measure. The Measure states that the 
money could be used, among other things, to: 

• Upgrade school facilities, including classrooms and labs;
• Repair or replace aging facilities;
• Add permanent classrooms and labs;
• Expand Veterans Centers providing services to military

veterans and their families; and
• Repair or replace roofs, cooling, plumbing, water, sewer, and

electrical systems.

A complete list of projects and allowed expenditures is included within the 
full text of the Measure. The Board has certified that it has evaluated 
safety, class size, and information technology needs in developing its 
project list. 

Under the California Constitution, money generated by community 
college bond measures cannot be used for teacher and administrator 
salaries or pensions, or other operating expenses. The California 
Constitution requires the District to hire an independent professional to 
annually examine how the District is spending bond money. State law 
also requires the District to establish an independent citizens' oversight 
committee to ensure that money generated by the bonds is used only for 
the projects included in the Measure. 

The bonds will be repaid from taxes collected on property in the District. 
The amount of the tax paid will depend on the assessed value of the 
property. The District's best estimate of the highest tax rate to be 
collected to repay the bonds is $25 per $100,000 of the assessed value 
of the property. The District's best estimate of the total amount, including 
interest, that will be required to repay the bonds is $472,870,026. The 
District estimates that the final year that taxes will be collected to repay 
the bonds is fiscal year 2052-2053. 

A "yes" vote is a vote to authorize the issuance of the bonds in the amount 
of $248,000,000 to be repaid by collection of taxes on property located 
within the District. 

A "no" vote is a vote to not authorize the issuance of the bonds. 

James R. Williams 

County Counsel 

By: /s/ Danielle L. Goldstein 
Deputy County Counsel 
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COMPLETE TEXT OF MEASURE X 

GAVILAN JOINT COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 

AFFORDABLE EDUCATION, JOB TRAINING, COLLEGE TRANSFER, 
AND VETERAN SUPPORT MEASURE 

ELECTION NOVEMBER 6, 2018 

"GAVILAN COLLEGE AFFORDABLE EDUCATION/JOB 
TRAINING/COLLEGE TRANSFERNETERANS SUPPORT MEASURE. 
To upgrade classrooms, science, healthcare, technology, 
engineering/career training labs, repair aging facilities, shall Gavilan Joint 
Community College District's measure authorizing $248,000,000 in 
bonds at legal rates, levying 2 cents/$100 assessed value, $14,000,000 
annually while bonds are outstanding, constructing, acquiring, repairing 
classrooms, facilities, sites/equipment, Veterans Center, adding a 
campus in San Benito County, improving local access to affordable 
education, with citizen oversight, all money locally controlled, be 
approved?" 

PROJECTS 

The Board of Trustees of the Gavilan Joint Community College 
District, to be responsive to the needs of its community, evaluated 
Gavilan College's urgent and critical facility needs, and its capacity to 
provide students, and Veterans with support and job training facilities, 
an affordable education and prepare them for success in college and 
careers. Job training facilities, safety issues, class size and offerings, 
and science, math, engineering and technology were each considered in 
developing the types of projects to be funded by this measure, as such 
are described below. In developing the types of projects, basic repairs 
(such as repairing leaky roofs, old rusty plumbing, faulty electrical 
systems, improving access for disabled students), job training facilities, 
student safety, facilities supporting Veterans, and the expansion of 
opportunities for local students to receive an affordable, quality 
education, were prioritized. If these facility needs are not addressed 
now, Gavilan College would be unable to remain competitive in preparing 
students for jobs in high demand, local industries and university 
transfer. 

The Board of Trustees determines that Gavilan College MUST: 

(i) Provide an affordable local alternative to four-year
universities for local students and returning veterans;

(ii) Provide job training classrooms and vocational facilities
for science, math, engineering, technology, computer
science and cyber security;

(iii) Expand the Veterans' Center and provide job training, job
placement, counseling, and support services to military
veterans and their families;

(iv) Ensure that Gavilan College expands access so more
students can enroll in high-quality and affordable
education programs to help students transfer to a four
year college and receive career training in growing local
industries; and

(v) ALL MONEY RAISED BY THIS MEASURE WILL BE
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ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE X 

In 2004, voters in the district passed a $108M bond measure. 

According to proponents then, it was to fix aging classrooms. Now, just 
14 years later, they need to "upgrade classrooms". 

REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE X 

Measure X's lone opponents ideologically oppose all community college 
bond measures. They are certainly entitled to their political philosophy, 
but they don't live in our community, they don't understand the importance 
of Gavilan College, and they've misunderstood or mistaken some facts. 

Why does a classroom need to be upgraded every 14 years? Do they The District has a proven track record of spending taxpayers' dollars
need new chairs every 14 years? New whiteboards every 14 years? carefully and responsibly, with independent citizens' oversight committee

In 2004 they paid for "computer replacement" and now they need to 
"upgrade technology" while undoubtedly still paying for those 2004 
computers that have long been sent to the recycling bin. 

In 4 or 5 years, this new technology will also be obsolete, but you'll 
continue to pay for it for decades to come. 

reports and annual audits to prove it. 

The State of California no longer funds Gavilan College facilities. The 
world has changed dramatically since 2004, and it's simply not possible 
to prepare students to compete for today's jobs in outdated classrooms 
and labs. 

There is no other source of funding to address these problems-and the 
Who in their right mind buys a computer, or any technology, on longer we wait, the more expensive these improvements will become:
credit and then pays it off over 25-30 years of principle and interest? 

Answer: you do if you vote for Measure X. 

Now they want to "repair aging facilities" and in 2004 it was "renovate 
aging classrooms". 

They want to upgrade "science labs" just like they did in 2004. Deja Vous 
all over again!!! 

And according to this web site: 

http://www.gavilan.edu/administration/Bond/Measure%20E.php 

Gavilan College is still spending money on projects funded in 2004: 
habitat mitigation (whatever that is) for Coyote Valley & San Benito 
County and also in progress "Athletics fields". 

• Repair or replace leaky roofs, old rusty plumbing and faulty
electrical systems

• Upgrade and add classrooms, labs and career training facilities
for science, math, engineering and technology

• Upgrade and add classrooms and labs to help students transfer
to UC and Cal State

• Expand Veterans' Center for job training and placement,
counseling and support services to military veterans and their
families

• Improve access for students with disabilities
• Improve student safety and campus security systems
• Renovate the aging College library to meet modern standards

for technology and research

Gavilan is an essential part of our community, providing students,If it takes them 14 years to NOT finish projects funded in 2oo4, how long 
veterans and workers an affordable, local path to four-year universitieswill it take to finish the projects funded by Measure X? 
and skills needed for good-paying jobs today. 

Let's not find out by voting NO on Measure X 

For more information visit our website: 

www. S VT ax payers.org/2018-measu re-x 

/s/ Mark W.A. Hinkle 
President: Silicon Valley Taxpayers Association 

/s/ Jennifer Imhoff 
Chair, Libertarian Party of Santa Clara County 
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Our community needs Measure X today. Join us in voting YES on X. 

/s/ Donald F. Gage 
Retired Mayor of Gilroy 

/s/ Brianna A. Everett 
Associated Students of Gavilan College, Vice President of Community 
Outreach 

ls/ Steve Tate 
Mayor of Morgan Hill 

ls/Donna Foster Ruebusch 
Retired Educator 

/s/ Frank Angelino 
Board Chair, Saint Louise Regional Hospital Foundation 
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